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Criminal Justice Discussion
	Researchers explore aspects of concern to the vulnerabilities of sex offenders both in community and prison settings to gain an understanding of sexual violence. This helps put forward theories that can explain the sex offenders’ behavior and build scientific knowledge that can be critical in making better decisions and choices. Research involving vulnerable populations such as sex offenders in a prison environment is conducted in an ethically sensitive way to prevent or eliminate negative implications it may have on the participants. However, sometimes the researchers unintentionally cause effects that affect the progress that has been made by participants. For instance, the researchers often require research participants to discuss events that led up to the offence, which may include the abuse they experienced themselves and their life in prison, which for some participants involves physical and emotional abuse, which could be traumatic therefore undermining treatment efforts and progress that has been made. While it is critical for researchers to explore the vulnerabilities of sex offenders to understand sexual violence and prevent victimization, they should be concerned about the unintended consequences their research could cause the sex offenders. The researcher’s main priority should not on getting data only but to ensure that while getting these data, significant impacts are not caused. Research is conducted to gather evidence that will contribute to knowledge in that field of study. In research that involves sex offenders, it is important for researchers to be concerned or focus on treatment in order to receive appropriate information and understanding of sexual violence. Blagden & Pemberton (2010) highlight the significance of researchers developing a strong therapeutic alliance with participants and focusing on unintended consequences of their research in order to obtain credible research.
	Sex offence is too stigmatizing as it involves actions that are morally and ethically unacceptable in society. Sexual offenders are stigmatized in the community and even in prison settings which make them outcasts, thus restraining their access to social and support networks hence increasing their vulnerability. While the sex offender’s registry has been critical in minimizing crime, they are often not effective and leads to negative consequences, for instance, destroying the personal relationship with family and friends and making it difficult to obtain a job, thus the need to address them. The negative impacts of the registry can be mitigated by providing the sex offenders with the support that will help them reintegrate into society. Vendiver et al. (2008) assert that support from family and friends is critical to the successful reintegration of sex offenders. The article “A qualitative assessment of registered female sex offenders” by Vandiver et al. adds important information and knowledge of sex offenders, especially regarding their typologies. I believe male and female sex offenders should be provided treatment together because it enables them to learn from a wider perspective. 
	The Sex Offender Accountability and Rehabilitation (SOAR) program is critical to behaviour therapy and relapse prevention of sex offenders. This program is effective in rehabilitating sex offenders and giving them hope and progress, therefore, minimizing recidivism rates. Sex offenders can be rehabilitated through cognitive behavioral therapy. Cognitive-behavioral therapy would include an interdisciplinary team that communicates effectively with the sex offenders to help in treatment. Researcher’s who would want to replicate Grady and Brodersen (2008) study ought to extend the criteria of offenders that have to be accepted into the SOAR program. 
Critical thinking question
Why haven’t the existing solutions to sexual violence worked per se?
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